
Mayor’s Newsletter                           Summer 2015
From the Mayor’s Desk
Dear Friends and Neighbors:

When Eureka was laid out as a small grid of roadways over 150 years ago our future had commenced with a 
simple, yet organized plan.  Now, many years later, our services, schools, churches and safe neighborhoods 
continue to give our City a quality of life that draws people to our area.  As noted in recent news stories - 
Eureka is truly something special!
Our parks and recreation facilities continue expanding to meet the needs of our families and visitors.  We are always evaluating 
and refining our events, and adding to the activities available to our residents.  City utilities are planned with growth in 
mind and we are unique in St. Louis County with our City-owned water and sanitary sewer systems.  We are able to provide 
residents utility rates that save hundreds of dollars per year compared to households in other municipalities and St. Louis 
County.
Police and fire protection in our area are second to none.  Eureka Police officers are widely recognized for their high levels 
of training, as well as their success in protecting our families and businesses.  Their warmth and professionalism add to the 
unique character of our town.  In addition to serving all of Eureka, the Eureka Fire Protection District has grown to include 
parts of Wildwood, Pacific and portions of unincorporated St. Louis and Jefferson Counties.  Their emergency services are 
recognized as outstanding, and they have achieved a high service rating which has lowered homeowners insurance rates.  The 
cooperation and mutual training between our Police Department and the Fire District has set a standard few cities can match.
The Rockwood School District was started in Eureka and is headquartered here.  It has expanded to serve over 20,000 students 
in eight (8) communities.  Rockwood has received much acclaim for its many achievements and nationally ranked Blue 
Ribbon Schools.  In addition to numerous educational honors, the School District has earned and maintained a “Triple A” 
financial rating.  Our private schools have grown and achieved National recognition with outstanding education and a variety 
of programs.  Our Preschool and Kindergarten programs, both public and private, prepare children for a lifetime of learning.  
Our churches and organizations inspire a true core belief in community and family.
As we continue to grow, Eureka has the strong building blocks to maintain our identity and unique character.  The City and 
many partners work diligently to ensure that growth is planned and undertaken in a manner that continues to enhance and 
highlight the advantages of our wonderful community.
Sincerely,

Kevin M. Coffey
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 G u i d e  t o  L o c a l  S e r v i c e s

Eureka City Hall (Water, Trash, Recycling & Sanitary Sewer) 938-5233

Eureka Police Department (Non-emergency) 938-6600

Eureka Fire Protection District 938-5505

Eureka Parks & Recreation (Park info and The Timbers) 938-6775

Eureka Chamber of Commerce 938-6062

Natural Gas - Laclede Gas 800-887-4173

Electric - Ameren Missouri 800-552-7583

Rockwood School District 733-2000

Voter Registration 314-615-1800

CITY HALL HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

City Hall will be closed on the following 
holidays:

•	 Labor Day  - Monday, Sept. 7th  
•	 Veteran’s Day - Wednesday,                   

Nov. 11th

Elected and Appointed Officials
Mayor Planning & Zoning Park Board Board of Adjustment

Kevin M. Coffey 938-4260 Rick Austermann (Ward 1) Dave Kaiser (Ward 1) Paul Costello

Board of Aldermen Jim Scheer (Ward 1) Anita Thurman (Ward 1) Dan Capstick

Bob Berry (Ward 1) 938-5590 Bryan Kiefer (Ward 2) Whitney Walton (Ward 1) Judy Kitson

Wes Sir (Ward 1) 938-9270 Ed Smith (Ward 2) Brent Bantz (Ward 2) Wayne Kissel

Bob Kee, Jr. (Ward 2) 938-4194 Marilyn Leistner (Ward 2) Lorraine Jennemann (Ward 2) Marty Guise

Carleen Murray (Ward 2) 587-9195 Ken Knapp - Chair (Ward 3) Jennifer Gianino - Chair (Ward 2) Alternates:

Shannon Britt (Ward 3) 938-5541 Jerry Holloway (Ward 3) Dave Pearce (Ward 3) Charles Gillick

Don Beckerle (Ward 3) 938-4104 Tom Siebenman (Ward 3) Barb Rechtien (Ward 3) Ty Abbott

Chief of Police Wes Sir (Aldermanic Rep) Wes Sir (Aldermanic Rep)

Michael A. Wiegand

St. Louis County Council Governor Attorney General
Mark Hardy Jeremiah (Jay) Nixon Chris Koster
State Representative Lt. Governor U.S. Representative
Kirk Mathews Pete Kinder Ann Wagner
State Senator Secretary of State U.S. Senate
Dave Schatz Jason Kander Claire McCaskill

Roy Blunt

w w w . e u r e k a . m o . u s
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E u r e k a  S we e t e n s  U p  w i t h  A d d i t i o n  o f 
L i t t l e  D i p p e r  C h o c o l a t e 
 
T h e r e  i s  n o  d e n y i n g  t h a t  E u r e k a  i s  a  l i t t l e  s w e e t e r  t h e s e  d a y s ,  L i t t l e  D i p p e r 
C h o c o l a t e  s h o p  l o c a t e d  i n  H i l l t o p  Vi l l a g e  C e n t e r  i s  m a k i n g  s u r e  o f  i t .
O w n e r,  B e t h  P r i n d a b l e ,  f e l l  i n  l o v e  w i t h  c h o c o l a t e  a f t e r  w o r k i n g  a t  T h e  C h o c o l a t e 
B a r  i n  L a F a y e t t e  S q u a r e .   “ I  w a s n’ t  r e a l l y  a  c h o c o l a t e  l o v e r,  b u t  o n c e  I  s a m p l e d 
t h e i r  c h o c o l a t e ,  I  t h o u g h t  ‘ w h e r e  h a s  t h i s  b e e n  a l l  m y  l i f e ’  a n d  I  s t a r t e d  o n  t h e 
p a t h  t h a t  l e d  m e  h e r e .” 
B e t h  h a d  a l w a y s  e n j o y e d  c o o k i n g  a n d  b a k i n g .   S h e  o w n e d  h e r  o w n  c a t e r i n g 
c o m p a n y,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  b i r t h  o f  h e r  s o n ,  h e r 
p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  t i m e  s h i f t e d  a n d  s h e  n e e d e d  a  j o b 
t h a t  w a s  l e s s  d e m a n d i n g .   S h e  s t a r t e d  r e s e a r c h i n g 
a n d  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  c h o c o l a t e .   B e t h  a t t e n d e d 
C h r i s t m a s  b a z a a r s ,  c r a f t  s h o w s  a n d  o t h e r  f e s t i v a l s 
s e l l i n g  h e r  c h o c o l a t e .  F r o m  t h e r e  s h e  c u l t i v a t e d  a 
f o l l o w i n g  t h a t  l e d  t o  s e l l i n g  a t  f a r m e r s  m a r k e t s . 
“ I  s p o k e  w i t h  a  l o t  o f  f a r m e r ’s  a b o u t  t h e i r  c r o p s 
a n d  h o w  t h e y  c a r e  f o r  t h e m .   I t  m a d e  m e  m o r e 
a w a r e  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n t e n t i o n  t h e s e  p e o p l e 
p u t  i n t o  t h e i r  c r a f t  a n d  I  w a n t  t o  d o  t h e  s a m e  f o r 
m y  c h o c o l a t e .  K n o w i n g  t h a t  w o r k e r s  a r e  t r e a t e d 
f a i r l y  a n d  t h a t  m y  i n g r e d i e n t s  a r e  a s  g o o d  f o r  y o u  a s  p o s s i b l e  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m e .”
L i t t l e  D i p p e r  C h o c o l a t e  h a s  a n  a r r a y  o f  c h o c o l a t e s  f r o m  d a r k  c h o c o l a t e  t r u f f l e s 
t o  s e a  s a l t  c a r a m e l  t u r t l e s  w i t h  p e c a n s  t o  m a c a d a m i a  n u t  a n d  t a r t  c h e r r y  b a r k 
t o  a n  a r r a y  o f  o t h e r  a m a z i n g  c o m b i n a t i o n s .   B e t h  s a i d  h e r  c r e a t i o n s  d e p e n d  o n 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  i n g r e d i e n t s  a s  w e l l  a s  w h e r e  h e r  i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  i n s t i n c t  t a k e  h e r.
O p e n i n g  a  b r i c k - a n d - m o r t a r  s t o r e  i s  a  b i g  s t e p ,  b u t  B e t h  s h a r e d  s h e  w a s  a t  a 
c r o s s r o a d s .   B u s i n e s s  h a d  e x p a n d e d  s o  m u c h  t h a t  s h e  n e e d e d  a  d e d i c a t e d  s p a c e 
a n d  y e t  o p e n i n g  a  s t o r e  s e e m e d  l i k e  a  b i g  s t e p .   U l t i m a t e l y  s h e  f e l t  l i k e  s h e  w o u l d 
a l w a y s  b e  c u r i o u s  i f  s h e  d i d n’ t  t a k e  t h e  l e a p  a n d  s h e  i s  s o  h a p p y  s h e  d i d .   L i t t l e 
D i p p e r  i s  g r o w i n g  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  a n d  a l r e a d y  h a s  p l a n s  t o  e x p a n d  t h e i r  h o u r s 
i n  t h e  f a l l .   B e t h  s h a r e d ,  “ I  a m  s o  h a p p y  t o  b e  i n  E u r e k a .   I  a m  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e 
p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e s  a n d  r e v i e w s  w e  h a v e  g o t t e n  f r o m  t h e  p e o p l e  h e r e .”

B e y o n d  e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  s t o r e  h o u r s ,  L i t t l e 
D i p p e r  a l s o  d o e s  m a i l  o r d e r s  i n  t h e  c o o l e r 
m o n t h s  a n d  o f f e r s  c h o c o l a t e  c a t e r i n g  f o r 
w e d d i n g s ,  b r i d a l  s h o w e r s  a n d  p a r t i e s .  T h e y 
a r e  w o r k i n g  o n  e x p a n d i n g  t h e i r  m e n u  w i t h 
e v e n  m o r e  d e c a d e n t  t r e a t s  a n d  o f f e r i n g  m o r e 
k i d  f r i e n d l y  i t e m s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .
C h e c k  o u t  L i t t l e  D i p p e r  C h o c o l a t e  f o r  y o u r s e l f 
a t  9 1  H i l l t o p  Vi l l a g e  C e n t e r  D r i v e  n e x t  t o  J P ’ S 
S p o r t s  B a r.
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Eureka Days 2015
Meet Me in the Lou
The City of Eureka and Eureka Days Event Committee are proud 
to present Eureka Days 2015. 
Participants can expect carnival rides, children’s activities, nearly 
100 vendors and a beer garden. The event will include a parade, 
kid’s korner, run and much more! 
Thursday night is dollar ride night and Land of Giants will be 
grilling food (all proceeds collected goes to buy underprivileged 
kids in Eureka and surrounding communities toys at Christmas). 
Friday night will feature vendors, activities, rides and much 
more.  The night will end with a high energy show by the Well 
Hungarians. Saturday begins with the Lion’s Run for Sight and 
is followed by the Eureka Days Parade at 10:00 a.m.  The rest 
of the day will feature various entertainment, carnival rides and 
games.  Eureka Days will wrap up with the band Griffin and the 
Gargoyles and a spectacular fireworks display. 
Please mark your calendars for September 10th, 11th & 12th and join us for what is sure to be a fun-filled weekend. 
For more information or to see how you can get involved, please contact Kristin Christenson at the Eureka Parks 
and Recreation Department at kchristenson@eureka.mo.us or 636-938-6775 or visit the Eureka Days website: 
www.eurekadays.com

Largest Fireworks Show 
in Midwest to be Held at 
Brookdale Farms
Did you know that the biggest fireworks display in the Midwest and one of the top ten firework displays in the 
entire country is right here in Eureka, Missouri?  The 2015 date has been set for September 19th for the Pyromania 
Annual Fireworks show and will be held again at Brookdale Farms in Eureka!
The event is a cooperation between the Missouri Pyrotechnic Association and P.A.W. Stoppers who raise funds 
to support multiple Police K-9 units throughout the St Louis metropolitan area. Gates open at 10:00 a.m. for the 
car show, K-9 demonstrations, music and more.  Fireworks start at dusk, plan on arriving by 4:00 p.m. for the best 
parking and seating.  Don’t forget your chairs and cameras!  PLEASE NO COOLERS. On-site concessions are 
provided and essential to the event’s success.  The event has drawn spectators from 25 states and premium seating 
fills early so bring the family out to Brookdale Farms for an entire day and night of fun for only $5.00 per person 
or $25.00 per car load! Bring your own chairs.
Pyromania is an all day family event with a car show, food, kids activities, K-9 demonstrations and the main event;   
a fireworks display lasting over two hours!   Actually it is a series of displays, 10 of them back to back to back 
including one of the ONLY pyrotechnic competitions in the United States today.  Pyromania features some of the 
country’s top choreographers showcasing their skills combining the art of music and pyrotechnics into what are 
known as “pyro-musicals”.  It is often described as a concert in the sky.  In 2014 an estimated 6,000 people attended 
Pyromania.  Visit www.pyromaniaevent.com for more information.
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Hilltop Village Center Under New 
Ownership

Parc Front, L.P. recently purchased Hilltop Village Center and has big plans to renovate the property and 
bring it back to its glory.
John Bradly and his partner, Jim Brolin, have a long history in the real estate business.  Jim oversees 
renovations and capital improvements while John’s focus is on acquisition and mortgages. They started 
out renovating properties like the Gatesworth Hotel and the Congress and Senate Apartments in the 
Central West End.  All these projects happened in the early to late 80’s.  
In the 90’s Parc Front shifted their focus on commercial real estate purchasing sites for Walgreens and 
CVS.  They are now entering the world of shopping center redevelopment with their purchase of Hilltop 
Village Center and a another shopping center off of Telegraph Road in South County.
John is excited about Eureka and this project. He shared, ”Eureka was attractive to me because it is poised 
to experience significant growth in the near future.  It is really a perfect combination...primed for growth, 
availability of retail opportunities and a prime location in the middle of 5th Street.  I feel with the proper 
amount of investment the center can have a successful new life.”
John plans on refacing the center, incorporating new signage, a new facade, repaving the parking lot, new 
lights and a new roof.  He hopes to attract a new retailer to the vacant anchor space very soon. 

Starlight 
Movie Nights

	 August 28th		  Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible,  
					                 No Good, Very Bad Day

Do you remember drive-ins?  Then you don’t want to miss out on this FREE exciting summer activity for 
people of all ages!  Family friendly activities begin at 7:45 p.m. followed by the “Feature Presentation” which 

will start at 8:45 p.m. on the lawn of City Hall.  Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Last  mov ie  of  the  summer,  don’t  miss  out !
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Keystone IT Receives 
Honors
 
2015 has been a BIG year for Keystone IT.  Not 
only did they move their company to Eureka, 
they are receiving praise and awards from the St. 
Louis Business Journal and Small Business Monthly.  The City of Eureka would like to congratulate them and 
wish them continued success. 

St. Louis Business Journal
Fastest Growing Companies:  Keystone IT had the third highest percentage of growth from 2012-2014. 

30 under 30 (Aaron Jackson, Director of Consulting): 30 under 30 is a list of future leaders in the St. Louis area. 
Nearly 500 people under the age of 30 were nominated and only 30 people were selected. 

Small Business Monthly
Leaders in Technology (Aaron Jackson, Director of Consulting): Approximately 20 people working in technology 
in St. Louis were selected and featured. Aaron won due to his work helping our clients work with technology. 

Best IT Firm: This is actually the 5th year Keystone has been on this list. For the last 3 years, they have been in 
the top 3. This is the first time they have been number 1. 

Future 50: Keystone IT was named one of the “Future 50 Companies” based on growth and potential. 

                      

This October it will be Thrills by Day and Fright by Night at Six Flags 
St. Louis! Everyone’s favorite thrill rides as well as family friendly 
activities and shows will take place during the daylight hours but 
guests should beware when dusk sets in. The park will unleash their 
freaks for a wild moonlit time. In addition to an array of unsightly 
and unfriendly creatures, guests will encounter haunted houses, 
frightful shows and scarezones throughout the park. Six Flags is also 
adding two new Fright Fest attractions including Camp Kilamore, 
a spine-tingling walkthrough, and Wrecker’s Salvage, a haunted 
hayride. The park will also be bringing back the ever popular Trolls 

to its scarezones.  Head on over to Six Flags St. Louis this fall for the scream of a lifetime.

Town Hall Meeting
Wednesday, September 2nd at The Timbers

After a light dinner, beginning at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Coffey will update residents on what is 
happening in the City of Eureka.

Six Flags is Offering Up “Screams” this Fall at Fright 
Fest
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SCARECROW FESTIVAL EUREKA
Back Again this October

Once again, this October, the streets of Eureka will be invaded with colorful and artistic scarecrows full of whimsy 
and personality!  Last year, for the very first Scarecrow Festival, over 107 scarecrows made their appearance during 
the night of September 30th, and stayed the entire month of October----much to the delight of the local residents 
and hundreds of outside visitors.  People enjoyed locating each scarecrow and taking pictures of friends and family 
posing with the colorful characters.
Some of the Eureka businesses had their best retail days ever, during Scarecrow Festival Eureka in 2014.
Tina O’Dell, owner of O’Dell’s Irish Pub, commented about the first Saturday in 
October, during last year’s Scarecrow Festival Eureka. “We had a record breaking 
lunch total on Saturday,” said O’Dell.  “Everyone had a wonderful time and I can 
tell you that Old Town was swarming with people.”
 “I want to thank you for creating a buzz in Eureka with the scarecrows!  Our 
customer count was way up at Ben Franklin on October 4th”, reported Mary 
Hampel, owner of Ben Franklin, Eureka.
Each scarecrow is a work of art constructed of paper mâché, pottery, plastic, metal 
and recyclable items, with all of them displaying creativity and originality.  A team 
of local residents work year-round to collect the items needed for the scarecrows 
and to design and create the characters.
The Scarecrow Festival Eureka will take place the entire month of October, and kicks off with an “Invasion of the 
Scarecrows” celebration on Saturday, October 3rd, featuring an Artisan Fair, live music, activities for the kids, 
food, and much more.  A map, showing all of the scarecrow locations, will be available at participating businesses.  
For more information and to keep up on all events for Scarecrow Festival Eureka, please “LIKE” us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/ScarecrowFestivalEurekaMO and visit the website at www.scarecrowfestivaleureka.com

Concerts on Central
A u g u s t  2 1 s t

M E M P H I S  R I D E
                Grab your friends and 
                    neighbors and come down 
                  to the party! Food and   
        beverages will be available  
   from local businesses.

Concerts on Central will be held  
on Central Avenue from  
7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
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 St. Andrew’s at Francis Place

Residents of Eureka, Missouri have been abuzz ever since St. Andrew’s 
Resources for Seniors System, in partnership with the Ursuline Sisters, 
took over sponsorship of the Price Memorial retirement community 
and renamed it St. Andrew’s at Francis Place. 
A $4.5 million renovation began in January to the facility that was 
built in the late 70’s. Vikki Czech, Director of Admissions, shared, 
“The building had great bones, and the location is unmatched..full of 
wide sweeping views of Eureka’s rolling hills...but the facility needed a 
major face lift. The project will be finished at the end of the year and we 
are confident that the changes will be stunning.”
The renovations include replacing the large cafeteria-style dining room 
with four separate intimate dining areas, allowing for residents and 
families to eat in a cozy, homelike setting.  Additional improvements 
include new carpeting, new lighting, new on-site laundry facility, 
wireless Internet and free in-room satellite TV featuring daily mass, 
a brand new rehab gym, and the installation of an electronic medical 
records system.
Not only is the building being renovated, but changes in resident care have been adopted. Vikki explained, 
“ The bar has been raised for the skilled nursing industry as a whole.  Our residents remember having to 
put their parents in nursing homes and it was not a pleasant experience.  At St. Andrew’s at Francis Place 
we  focus on person centered care and want to create a household community.  Ultimately our residents 
are our bosses.  We may know how best to meet their physical needs, but they know what types of social 
activities and groups they want to participate in...whether it be a garden club, men’s group or cooking 

club. It is important to us that they have a voice.”
St. Andrew’s at Francis Place is a five star rated facility 
through the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
which rates facilities based on three areas: inspections, 
staffing and quality measures.   They have two main 
focuses of care; short-term Medicare rehabilitation and 
skilled nursing care. They are also on the list of  approved  
community nursing homes to care for Veterans. This is a 
program offered in many communities so Veterans can 
receive care near their homes and families.
St. Andrew’s at Francis Place is diligently working on 
becoming a larger part of the community by offering 
informational seminars on topics like elder care law 
and Alzheimer’s disease as well as participating in more 

community events like Eureka Days. Girl Scout Troops and area schools have recently been stopping by 
to visit the residents, which they absolutely love.
St. Andrew’s at Francis Place is located at 300 Forby Road.  You can find out more about the facility by 
visiting their website www.standrewsfrancisplace.com or calling them at 636-938-5151.

Executive Director, Brad Queen 
with Mayor Kevin Coffey

Placing the statue of St. Francis in the  
newly renovated courtyard
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Dr. Frick’s Pet Rehab & Pain Clinic 
Finds New Home in Eureka
Dr. Ava Frick has been a practicing veterinarian since 1980. Having an interest in 
all manners of health and nutrition, she broadened her horizons to other similar 
practices including rehabilitation and pain management for the animals she treats.  
Three years ago, she opened a clinic in Chesterfield, she also has a location in Union.  
Dr. Frick shared, “I originally wanted to open my second location in Eureka, but 
there were no available locations that worked for me at the time.  My lease just came 
up in Chesterfield and I looked again at Eureka and I am thrilled that we found a 
spot.” She will be opening a location in Eureka on East 5th Street just East of Central 
Avenue the beginning of September.
Dr. Frick is constantly working towards advances in safe and natural pain management practices for animals. 
Her studies in this field have brought her to produce a vast assortment of seminars, and she’s written a book to 
improving your horse’s standard of living entitled “Fitness in Motion”. 
Dr. Frick and her staff accept all new clients and case specific referrals from other doctors. Below is a sample of 
what her clinic offers:
• Rehab for animals that recently had surgery or suffer from bad backs, paresis, pain or arthritis.
• Program to successfully help obese animals lose weight. This is important for overall health benefits and to help 
ease pressure and strain on their joints.
• Canine Sports Medicine  for active dogs such as racing, sporting or working dogs.  They can help the animal 
maintain strength and endurance while reducing stress to the body. An at-home exercise program is also 
recommended.
• Complementary medicine techniques such as chiropractic and acupuncture are available.  Chiropractic helps 
via adjustments to an animal’s joints thereby improving movement, optimal range of motion and creating better 
vascular and neurological health. Acupuncture is the insertion of needles into specific points on the body to cause 
a desired healing effect. It is used mainly for functional problems such as those that involve paralysis, noninfectious 
inflammation (such as allergies) and pain.
•She also works with animals that have chronic health conditions such as cancer, liver disease, skin issues and 
allergies. For these patients, Dr. Frick determines which vitamins and minerals the animal may be lacking and puts 
together a nutritional program that addresses the deficiencies or toxicities. She focuses on foods that are grain and 
chemical free and boost antioxidants and the immune system.
This clinic does not do surgeries, vaccinations or other traditional veterinary practice procedures.
The Eureka location will have a retail area featuring a variety of foods with ingredients that are truly good for your 
pet.  Dr. Frick will also be offering various training programs at the new location.
They will be open Monday - Saturday with two days having extended hours into the evening.  Dr. Frick shared, 
“Everyone in Eureka has been extremely welcoming.  I am looking forward to being a part of this community.”

Get Your Licks on Rte 66 BBQ Blast
November 7th - 8th

Legion Park

Mark your calendar for this great event.  This year’s Blast will feature cooking 
demonstrations, live music and fun activities for the whole family to enjoy.  The 
Budweiser BBQ Series will end the year at our contest. Being the last event of 
the series is something special, with the teams fighting for those last few points. 
This is sure to draw a very competitive field!
To sign up or find out more information visit www.bbqworldwide.com
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McBride & Son Homes Announces New Home 
Development in Eureka
McBride & Son Homes has announced plans to build an exciting new community; The Arbors of Rockwood 
located in beautiful Eureka just east of Six Flags St. Louis.
The Arbors of Rockwood will have four different villages featuring award winning villas, entry level homes, 
move up and luxury homes.
There are lots of exciting amenities planned at The Arbors of Rockwood, including a 13 acre site for a new 
elementary school in the Rockwood School District. The neighborhood will also include an astonishing 164 
acres of common ground, as well as numerous private recreational opportunites.
Clearing of land is to begin this winter and sales are estimated to begin in the summer of 2016. McBride & 
Son Homes are in the preliminary stages of determining which models from each series will be featured in 
the community. 
In the near future they will have a website specifically designed for The Arbors of Rockwood, where you can 
check-in on updates and new information as it comes available. If you are interested in getting updates on 
this new development, please email Bryan Ashman at bashman@mcbridehomes.com Provide him with your 
contact information and he will make sure you are on the list of interested parties. This community will be in 
high demand and is sure to sell very quickly. 
McBride & Son Companies builds in over 60 communities in St. Louis, Southwestern Illinois, Kansas City and 
Springfield, Missouri.
McBride & Son Homes is an employee owned company and is the largest homebuilder in St. Louis and the 
State of Missouri. The company is currently ranked in the top 9 largest privately owned builders in the country 
and is 27th largest overall according to Builder Magazine.
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Eureka Named One of  the “Best Towns to Raise a   
  Family”

Written by: Mike Kircher, Publisher Current News Magazine (reprinted with permission)
The following article ran in our local Current News Magazine.  Stay up to date on all Eureka news by reading the Current 
News Magazine and supporting the businesses that advertise with them.
It is a legendary tale as to how the City of Eureka got its name. The laborers had toiled long and hard to bring the 
railroad out west from St. Louis in 1853. They had already passed through the towns of Webster Groves, Kirkwood 
and Valley Park. In the hot summer of 1853, you can only imagine the suffering of digging out a railroad track 
along the bluffs of the Meramec. As they came around the bend and looked at a long flat valley, legend says that 
one of the workers yelled “Eureka! I found it.” Now it seems as if the whole world has found Eureka.
The City of Eureka has recently been highly ranked by Niche.com Niche ranks neighborhoods, cities, K-12 schools 
and colleges across the U.S. In their 2015 “Best Towns to Raise a Family” ranking, Eureka ranted 13th nationally 
and first in Missouri. 
Niche ranks US towns based on school ratings, crime rates, age demographics and access to affordable housing 
and childcare. A high ranking indicates that a town attracts young families with good schools and a safe 
community. Things like community involvement and access to family necessities help measure how good an area 
is for families. In a recent announcement by McBride & Sons Homes to build 528 homes in Eureka, the Niche 
ranking and quality of life were cited as reasons to bring the development here. 
How did Eureka get to this point? A lot of hard work by a lot of people over the last 60 years. I recently had dinner 
with Eureka Mayor Kevin Coffey to discuss this.
Right now Eureka is the fastest growing community in St. Louis County. The thing Kevin is most proud of the  
quality of the growth. An example- the McBride & Son development will save 50% of the trees, include trails, a 
new school site and a variety of housing for all ages and incomes. The key is the incredible working relationship 
between the City, the Police Department, the Fire District and the Chamber of Commerce. Eureka’s Economic 
Director, Julie Wood, shares an office with the Chamber. Kevin said it would not be possible without the great 
City employees and a dedicated Board of Aldermen. These entities all work together well towards a common goal. 
All of these groups work together with the business community, which had led to successes like the resurgence of 
Old Town Eureka. 
One of the key components of this community is its park system. I am proud of the fact that my father, Leon 
Kircher, was very instrumental in starting Eureka’s park system. I remember when he got the property for Eureka’s 
first park, Drewel Park, for $1. Mayor Kevin Coffey has been dedicated to this. This has expanded to include a 
system of trails connecting several parks. Eureka Parks and Recreation offers many family-oriented activities, 
and The Timbers of Eureka Recreation Center has been a huge success. Kevin Coffey believes that a strong park 
system is needed for quality of life in a community.
The City of Eureka has been willing to make investments in the community. The FREE Movie Nights, Concerts on 
Central, 4th of July Fireworks and now their first Balloon Glow, all contribute to the quality of life. Eureka Days 
has grown to become one of the best fairs in the area, with a huge commitment by the City. This is all to make 
Eureka a complete community. Because of this, Eureka will continue to grow. Kevin Coffey says, “We know we’re 
going to grow. We want to make sure the growth benefits everyone.”
A car dealer will soon be on Fifth Street east of Central. The old Nina’s Produce will be an animal therapy center. 
The new McDonald’s on the corner of Central and Fifth St. will soon be finalizing plans. Ponderosa will soon 
open as a Bonanza. The Hilltop Village Shopping Center is under new ownership and soon to be remodeled. The 
number one priority of the new owner will be to lease the vacant anchor spot opposite of Dickey Bub. There is 
interest in the old movie theater property. This is just the short list of what’s coming.
My family moved to Eureka in 1960. Us old timers that have been here a long time found out long ago that Eureka 
was a good place to raise a family. I raised two daughters in this town. Now our secret is out.
Whenever I meet new people that have recently moved to Eureka, I ask them why they moved here. As they talk 
about the great parks, the community activities, the great churches and great schools, it always boils down to one 
thing-quality of life. That lone railroad laborer from over 150 years ago had no idea the prophecy he stated that 
day. Eureka-I found it! turns out to be true. Eureka is a great place to live.

Summer 2015 Mayor Newsletter.indd   11 7/29/2015   4:32:42 PM



City of Eureka
100 City Hall Drive
P.O. Box 125
Eureka, MO 63025

Phone: 636-938-5233
Fax:  636-938-4080

www.eureka.mo.us

Join the Eureka Parks and Recreation staff for our first Annual Balloon Glow on August 15th (rain date 
August 16th) from 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.  The event, held in Legion/Lions Park, will feature live music, food 
vendors, beer garden and of course, glowing hot air balloons.  Bring your family and friends and enjoy this 
new community event, it is sure to be quite an amazing display.

Balloon Glow
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